
LOCAL TIPS 

Spot a killer whale – 
guaranteed 

Seeing a  

killer whale in the wild is a magical 

experience. But the population of southern  

resident orcas, which spend summer months 

off the coast of Vancouver, is  

decreasing; there hasn’t been a successful 

live birth since late 2015. For now,  

whale watching boats are still allowed to look 

for orcas, though they much more  

frequently see humpbacks, which have made 

a comeback in the area. If you want a  

picture of an orca, you could try going on a 

whale watching trip. But instead,  

why not capture a digital orca for your 

Instagram feed? Douglas Coupland, the  

Canadian author who wrote the novel 

"Generation X,” created a giant sculpture of  

a leaping orca that’s on display on 

Vancouver’s waterfront. Find it on the west  

side of the Convention Centre, with Coal 

Harbour and the mountains of the North  

Shore picturesquely in the background. Called 

the Digital Orca, the pixelated  

whale looks like it’s made out of Lego blocks. 

After seeing the orca, consider  

taking a self-guided sculpture walking tour of 

the area: Look for the Olympic  

Cauldron, a giant drop of water, and other 

nearby public art pieces.

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR 

Johanna Read 
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Answers from the local expert

When is the best time to 
visit?

Mornings, afternoons, and 
evenings.

How much does it 
cost?

It's 
free.

Do you have any 
tips?

Find the Olympic Cauldron, lit 
during the 2010 Winter 
Olympics, at the same site 

The Drop is a sculpture of a 
giant blue drop of water on 
the east side of the 
Convention Centre. It's a 
popular spot for photos, with 
the sails of the cruise shop 
terminal furling in the 
background.

Be careful of the waterfront 
path beside the convention 
centre. Pedestrians often 
don't realize there are 
separate lanes for them and 
for cyclists. 

Is there an official 
website?



Yes, you can visit 
www.vancouverconventioncentre.com 

Location

About the local expert

Local recommendation from

Johanna Read

Johanna  

Read is a Canadian freelance 

writer/photographer specializing in travel, food  

and responsible tourism. Based in Vancouver, 

she loves the city’s ocean location  

and fabulous food. Find links to her articles for 

in-flight magazines, Fodor’s,  

USA Today, and others at TravelEater.net.  
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Vancouver Convention Centre …
1055 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 
0C3, Canada, 1055 Canada Pl, 
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