
LOCAL TIPS 

Admire art & nature at 
the airport

It’s easy  

to rush through an airport, eyes only on 

finding your gate or the shortest lines  

through security. But at Vancouver's YVR 

Airport it pays to slow down and look  

around. Throughout the airport, consistently 

voted North America’s best at the  

Skytrax World Airport Awards, you’ll find 

examples of indigenous art and  

reminders of Vancouver’s dramatic seaside 

location. Many passengers arriving on  

international flights stop on their way to 

Customs and Immigration to take  

photos at the area known as the “Pacific 

Passage.” Loons call, waves splash, and  

a canoe seems to float on water. Hovering 

overhead is Connie Watts’ immense  

"Hetux" thunderbird. Elsewhere in the airport, 

you’ll find wooden Coast Salish  

and Nuu-chah-nulth welcoming figures, 

drums, and “The Spirit of Haida Gwaii: The  

Jade Canoe” by Bill Reid, which was depicted 

on an older version of the Canadian  

$20 note. The sea features prominently at 

YVR, too. You’ll find an immense  

aquarium with more than 5,000 sea creatures 

guarded by the “Orca Chief and the  

Kelp Forest” by Lyle Wilson and John Nutter, 

plus a tank containing mesmerizing  

sea nettle jellyfish. Both tanks are managed 

by the multiple award-winning and  

accredited Vancouver  

Aquarium.
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SELF-GUIDED INDOORS 

Answers from the local expert

When is the best time to 
visit?

Mornings, afternoons, 
evenings, and nights.

How much does it 
cost?

It's 
free.

Explore the landside of the 
airport for free. You'll need a 
boarding pass to get through 
security to see the art and 
displays on the airside.

Is there an official 
website?

Yes, you can visit 
www.yvr.ca 
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About the local expert

Local recommendation from

Johanna Read

Johanna  

Read is a Canadian freelance 

writer/photographer specializing in travel, food  

and responsible tourism. Based in Vancouver, 

she loves the city’s ocean location  

and fabulous food. Find links to her articles for 

in-flight magazines, Fodor’s,  

USA Today, and others at TravelEater.net.  
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